
Flag-bedecked USS Wiltsie
was too late to see action
during WWII, being
commissioned on 12 January
1946. However, the destroyer
would see plenty of action in
America’s other wars.
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Irving Day Wiltsie (born in
Hartford, Connecticut, on 14
November 1898) graduated with

the Naval Academy’s class of 1921.
Between then and 1925, he served
at sea in a succession of ships —
Arizona (BB-39), Wyoming (BB-32),
Raleigh (CL-9), and Cleveland (CL-
21) — before he earned his aviator’s
wings at Pensacola, Florida,
between 1925 to 1927.

In successive years, he served in
aviation units based on the light
cruisers Milwaukee (CL-5) and
Memphis (CL-13) and the battleship
Texas (BB-35) before he returned to
Pensacola as a flight instructor.
After another tour of sea duty — in
the heavy cruiser Louisville (CA-28)
— Wiltsie commanded the Naval
Reserve Aviation Base at
Minneapolis, Minnesota, from 29
June 1935 to 4 June 1937. He later
commanded the bombing squadrons
attached to Saratoga (CV-3) from
June 1937 to June 1939, before he
served at the Naval Air Station at
San Diego, California. He
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Commander Wiltsie’s actions helped
minimize casualties aboard USS
Yorktown after the carrier had been hit
by Japanese attackers.

After the loss of the Yorktown, Wiltsie
would go on to take command of the
seaplane tender USS Albemarle (AV-5).

the deadly “fish” ignited fires among
bombs and ammunition. The flames
— fed by aviation gasoline — spread
rapidly, and the carrier shook with
the blast of explosion after
explosion. Since communications
had been severed, Wiltsie
immediately left the bridge and
proceeded aft through the inferno
consuming his command, along the
starboard gallery deck level to
determine personally the full extent
of the damage to his ship.

Damage control efforts, though,
could not check the grievous
damage, and Liscome Bay sank,
carrying the brave Wiltsie, Adm.
Mullinix, and 644 other officers and
men down with her. For his “calm,
courageous action and valiant
devotion to duty” that inspired the
surviving members of the crew,
Capt. Wiltsie was awarded a Navy
Cross posthumously.

In keeping with the policy of
naming destroyers for deceased and
noteworthy naval officers, the Navy
assigned the name “Wiltsie” to DD-
716. Laid down on 13 March 1945, at
Port Newark, New Jersey, by the
Federal Shipbuilding and Drydock
Co.; Wiltsie was launched on 31
August 1945 — shortly before the
formal surrender-signing in Tokyo
Bay — and sponsored by Mrs. Irving
D. Wiltsie, the widow of Capt. Wiltsie.

Commissioned on 12 January
1946 at the New York Naval
Shipyard (the old New York Navy
Yard), Brooklyn, with Cmdr.
Raymond D. Fusselman in
command, Wiltsie conducted her
shakedown in Guantanamo Bay,
Cuba, and subsequently transited
the Panama Canal on 8 July 1946,
arriving at San Diego soon
thereafter. She spent the fall and
winter of 1946 engaged in extensive
training exercises before she
departed Califor-
nia’s coast for
the Far East on
6 January 1947.

Wiltsie opera-
ted out of Tsing-
tao, China, in
exercises and
maneuvers while

standing by the American com-
munity in that port, during a time of
local tensions between Communist
and Nationalist Chinese forces in the
vicinity. Wiltsie remained at Tsingtao
until June 1947, when she shifted to
Sasebo, Japan, to support the occupa-
tion of the erstwhile enemy home-
land. Departing that port on 8 March
1948, the destroyer proceeded con-
sequently to the Puget Sound Naval
Shipyard, Bremerton, Washington,
for an overhaul and refit.

After that routine period of
repairs, and subsequent training off
the West Coast, Wiltsie sailed for the
Far East, departing San Diego on 1
October. Tensions in China were
markedly worse by the time she
returned to Tsingtao, and she
operated from that port during the
evacuation of American nationals
from there to Yokohama that
autumn. As part of the general
western exodus from strife-
convulsed China, United States
consular officials urged all
Americans to leave that country as
soon as possible, because of the
bitter civil war then raging between
Chinese Communists and
Nationalists. Military disasters were
piling thick and fast on Chiang Kai-
shek’s forces, leading perceptive
westerners to see the “handwriting
on the wall.” During that period of

subsequently joined Yorktown (CV-5)
— then operating in the Atlantic —
as her navigator on 27 June 1941,
and received promotion to
commander on 1 July.

Wiltsie remained with Yorktown
until her loss at the pivotal Battle of
Midway. During the action on 4
June 1942, Wiltsie displayed
“outstanding professional ability” as
he provided complete and accurate
navigational information to air plot,
thus enabling the Yorktown’s air
group to pinpoint their targets
accurately.

When torpedo planes (Nakajima
B5N Kates) from the carrier Hiryu
located Yorktown and carried out a
successful attack against her on the
4th, Wiltsie maneuvered the ship
from his battle station in the
conning tower, on instructions from
Capt. Elliot Buckmaster, and was
himself deemed directly responsible
for the ship’s evading of a pair of
torpedoes. When injuries sustained
during the attack incapacitated the
carrier’s executive officer, Cmdr.

Dixie Kiefer, Cmdr. Wiltsie assumed
those duties and directed the
organization of a salvage party that
fought valiantly to save the ship.
When Yorktown eventually
succumbed to her damage and the
coup de grace administered by I-168,
Wiltsie coolly and calmly directed
the salvage party and the wounded
to rescuing vessels alongside the
doomed carrier.

Wiltsie — promoted to Captain in
September 1942 — commanded the
seaplane tender Albemarle (AV-5)
from 6 October 1942 to 12 June
1943. After this tour, he supervised
the fitting-out of the escort carrier
Glacier (CVE-33) at the Seattle-
Tacoma Shipbuilding Company, and
went on to supervise the fitting-out
of Liscome Bay (CVE-56). Wiltsie
would command that “jeep carrier”
until her loss off Makin, in the
Gilberts, in the autumn of 1943.

In the predawn darkness of 24
November 1943, I-175 torpedoed
Liscome Bay — the flagship of
R/Adm. Henry M. Mullinix — and
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