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In the autumn of 1941, the four Mahan-class
destroyers of Destroyer Division (DesDiv) 9 served
as test vessels for camouflage visibility experiments.

One of those ships, USS Drayton (DD-366), acquired a
garish coat of blue camouflage paint. The destroyer’s
crew rose to the occasion and came up with a nickname
that seemed appropriate: they dubbed her the Blue
Beetle. This is her story. United States Ship Drayton
(DD-366) — later the Blue Beetle — was the second
ship to bear the name of Percival Drayton (1812-1865),
who had been Adm. David Glasgow Farragut’s Fleet
Captain with the West Gulf Blockading Squadron of
the Union Navy during the Civil War. Drayton,
commanding Farragut’s flagship Hartford at the Battle
of Mobile Bay, 5 August 1864, later became the Chief of
the Bureau of Navigation (later the Bureau of Naval
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The clock was ticking when this
photograph of the USS Drayton
(DD-366) was taken during October
1941. Although in the article, the blue
camouflage is described as a bright
“sapphire blue,” the color in the photo
seems more subdued. This was a time
period when a great deal of
experimentation was underway
regarding the camouflaging of ships
and aircraft, with the goal of making
both as invisible to the enemy as
possible. Note that the photo was
taken from the rear seat of a USN North
American SNJ-2 Texan, which was still
carrying the glorious bright pre-war
colors that would soon give way to
more subdued camouflage.

Personnel) a post in which he died on 4 August 1865.
The first ship to be named for Drayton was

Destroyer No. 23, launched in 1910. Commissioned on
29 October 1910, Drayton was ultimately
decommissioned on 17 November 1919, after having
performed distinguished service during the First
World War.

The second Drayton — authorized in 1933 — was
built with funds from the National Industrial Recovery
Act (NIRA), legislation that provided jobs for a nation
then in the midst of the numbing Great Depression.
President Franklin D. Roosevelt’s decision to earmark
NIRA funds for naval construction killed two birds
with one stone: It provided much-needed employment
opportunities and furnished ships for the Navy.

Drayton and her sistership Lamson (DD-367) were


