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Our occasional feature
illustrating ill-fated ships

around the globe. If you
would like to share similar
photographs or have tales
to tell, please contact me!

BY SUSAN DUPREY
sduprey@challengeweb.com

The hulk of the Imperial Japanese
Navy carrier Amagi in Kure Harbor
in July 1945. Completed late in the
war, she spent the war in Japanese
waters and capsized after being hit
multiple times during American
airstrikes. She was refloated in 1946
and scrapped later that year.

Over five-decades ago, the Soviet government decided to divert two rivers that fed the massive Aral Sea so that the water
could go to agricultural uses.  The sea was virtually eliminated and the once thriving fishing villages are now desert-like
ghost towns dotted with rusting fishing vessels.

With the disastrous 2011 Japanese
earthquake, hundreds of Japanese
ships were torn from their moorings
and cast to the fates of the tides and
winds. A US Coast Guard Lockheed
Hercules photographed the abandoned
Ryou-un Maru some 125-miles from
Forrester Island in southeast Alaska
during March 2012 as it continued its
unmanned journey to nowhere.

During 2016, at least 14 decaying boats washed up on the
shores of Japan — carrying more than 30 decomposing
corpses. These eerie vessels are from North Korea and
the rotting bodies have left Japanese investigators
puzzled. The boats have various slogans painted on
their sides but no firm theory has been advanced
regarding their history. One possible explanation
is that, to increase fish quotas, dictator Kim
Jong Un has been sending
untrained soldiers to sea to
aid in the gathering of fish.

Hang on mateys! The captain of M/V Rena got himself in a
bad position after he ran the container ship aground during
October 2011 off the coast of New Zealand. The cargo
started shifting and some 900 containers were lost when the
vessel broke up and sank.

Wreckage of RMS Mulheim beneath the cliffs of Lands End
on the most western point of the British mainland. On 22
March 2002, the Mulheim was carrying 2200-tons of
shredded plastic from Cork to Lubeck when she ran into
rocks. Although there was no loss of life, the pollutants did
considerable damage to the coastal environment. SC


